
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

MAY 4, 2025 

 
Faith Lutheran Church builds up the body of Christ by  

making disciples, offering new beginnings and new life 

 through the Gospel of Christ. 



Welcome to Faith: We are glad that you are here! Please take a few 
moments to fill out the attendance card in the pew, listing each person in 
your family on a separate line. If you are a guest or if your information has 
changed, please include your contact information. We would also love to 
pray for you! If you have any prayer requests, please fill out the prayer 
card in the pew. Both cards may be placed in the offering plate or given to 
Pastor Gauger after the worship service. 
 

Communion: We believe that it is a great privilege to attend the Lord’s 
Supper.  We believe that in the Lord’s Supper we receive the true body and 
blood of our Lord Jesus Christ given for us Christians to eat and drink.  In 
this Holy Supper we are given forgiveness of sins and assurance of God’s 
love in Christ.  Holy Communion also expresses our oneness in Biblical 
doctrine.  Because this is true, we ask that only those who have the same 
understanding of the Lord’s Supper partake of this Sacrament.  Even if you 
are not partaking in this Sacrament, we invite you to come forward to 
receive a blessing.  Please indicate your desire to receive a blessing by 
crossing your arms across your chest.  Also, please note that grape juice is 
available in the center circle of the tray for those who cannot have wine.  
May God bless your worship with us here at Faith and may your faith in 
Christ be strengthened. 
 

To the Parents of Young Children:  Jesus said, “Let the little children 
come to Me and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of heaven belongs to 
such as these” (Matthew 19:14).  We know it can be exhausting as a parent, 
but you are doing an important thing by being here with your children, as 
the body of Christ is more fully present.  You may think that your child’s 
babbling and squirming is a distraction, but to be honest, it bothers you 
more than it does anybody else. In fact, the joyful noises of your child bring 
joy to the rest of the congregation.  Your child is already learning about 
worship in addition to hearing the Word of God. If you feel the need to 
step out for a time with your child, feel free to hang out in the back or in 
the nursery. Both bathrooms have a changing table. There are also people 
at Faith who would love to help you with your child; just talk to the pastor, 
and he will connect you with one of them. We are glad you are here with 
your children! 
 

Pastor – Vacant            Office Phone (217) 762-9235 

Please contact one of the Elders or Chair Council as needed for spiritual 
and emergency items: 

 

 Jeff Gregg (head elder) 217-620-9563 
 James Bennett 847-924-7222 

 Jamey Maxwell 217-979-1210  
  Mike Wright 217-840-6600 
  Justin Lange 309-339-2623 

  David Trimble (Chair)  217-369-0149 



3rd Sunday of Easter           May 4, 2025 
 

Announcements 
 

Sharing the Peace 

Noisy Change Offering 

 
Jesus Lives! The Victory’s Won  490 

 

 

 

 
Text: Christian Fürchtegott Gellert, 1715–69; tr. Frances E. Cox, 1812–97, alt. Tune: Johann Crüger, 1598–1662 Text and tune: Public 
domain 

 

   Invocation 
 

Pastor In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the 
Holy Spirit. 

People Amen. 
 

Pastor Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
People who made heaven and earth. 



 Pastor If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could 
stand? 

 People But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are 
feared. 

 Pastor Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him 
in prayer and praise, and receive the body and blood of 
our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us 
first consider our unworthiness and confess before God 
and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, 
and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our 
sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge 
in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, 
seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, 
be merciful to me, a sinner. 

 

Confession of Sins 
  

People Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, 
and lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 

 

Pastor Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for 
you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called 
and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I 
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

People Amen. 
 

Kyrie  
 Lord, have mercy; 

Christ, have mercy; 
Lord, have mercy. 

 

  



Gloria in Excelsis  

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
 

Pastor The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
  
Pastor Let us pray. O God, through the humiliation of Your 

Son You raised up the fallen world. Grant to Your 
faithful people, rescued from the peril of everlasting 
death, perpetual gladness and eternal joys; through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  
 People Amen. 

 
Please sit 
 
  



First Reading                Acts 9:1–22 
 

 1But Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of 
the Lord, went to the high priest 2and asked him for letters to the 
synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found any belonging to the 
Way, men or women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem. 
3Now as he went on his way, he approached Damascus, and 
suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. 4And falling to 
the ground he heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why are you 
persecuting me?” 5And he said, “Who are you, Lord?” And he said, 
“I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. 6But rise and enter the 
city, and you will be told what you are to do.” 7The men who were 
traveling with him stood speechless, hearing the voice but seeing 
no one. 8Saul rose from the ground, and although his eyes were 
opened, he saw nothing. So they led him by the hand and brought 
him into Damascus. 9And for three days he was without sight, and 
neither ate nor drank. 

 

 10Now there was a disciple at Damascus named Ananias. The Lord 
said to him in a vision, “Ananias.” And he said, “Here I am, Lord.” 
11And the Lord said to him, “Rise and go to the street called 
Straight, and at the house of Judas look for a man of Tarsus named 
Saul, for behold, he is praying, 12and he has seen in a vision a man 
named Ananias come in and lay his hands on him so that he might 
regain his sight.” 13But Ananias answered, “Lord, I have heard from 
many about this man, how much evil he has done to your saints at 
Jerusalem. 14And here he has authority from the chief priests to 
bind all who call on your name.” 15But the Lord said to him, “Go, 
for he is a chosen instrument of mine to carry my name before the 
Gentiles and kings and the children of Israel. 16For I will show him 
how much he must suffer for the sake of my name.” 17So Ananias 
departed and entered the house. And laying his hands on him he 
said, “Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus who appeared to you on the 
road by which you came has sent me so that you may regain your 
sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” 18And immediately 
something like scales fell from his eyes, and he regained his sight. 
Then he rose and was baptized; 19and taking food, he was 
strengthened. 

 

 For some days he was with the disciples at Damascus. 20And 
immediately he proclaimed Jesus in the synagogues, saying, “He is 
the Son of God.” 21And all who heard him were amazed and said, 
“Is not this the man who made havoc in Jerusalem of those who 



called upon this name? And has he not come here for this purpose, 
to bring them bound before the chief priests?” 22But Saul increased 
all the more in strength, and confounded the Jews who lived in 
Damascus by proving that Jesus was the Christ. 
  

Reader This is the Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 

 
Epistle                         Revelation 5:1–14 
 

 1Then I saw in the right hand of him who was seated on the throne 
a scroll written within and on the back, sealed with seven seals. 
2And I saw a strong angel proclaiming with a loud voice, “Who is 
worthy to open the scroll and break its seals?” 3And no one in 
heaven or on earth or under the earth was able to open the scroll 
or to look into it, 4and I began to weep loudly because no one was 
found worthy to open the scroll or to look into it. 5And one of the 
elders said to me, “Weep no more; behold, the Lion of the tribe of 
Judah, the Root of David, has conquered, so that he can open the 
scroll and its seven seals.” 

 

 6And between the throne and the four living creatures and among 
the elders I saw a Lamb standing, as though it had been slain, with 
seven horns and with seven eyes, which are the seven spirits of God 
sent out into all the earth. 7And he went and took the scroll from 
the right hand of him who was seated on the throne. 8And when he 
had taken the scroll, the four living creatures and the twenty-four 
elders fell down before the Lamb, each holding a harp, and golden 
bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints. 9And they 
sang a new song, saying, “Worthy are you to take the scroll and to 
open its seals, for you were slain, and by your blood you ransomed 
people for God  from every tribe and language and people and 
nation, 10and you have made them a kingdom and priests to our 
God, and they shall reign on the earth.” 

 
 11Then I looked, and I heard around the throne and the living 

creatures and the elders the voice of many angels, numbering 
myriads of myriads and thousands of thousands, 12saying with a loud 
voice, “Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, to receive power and 
wealth and wisdom and might and honor and glory and blessing!” 
13And I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the 
earth and in the sea, and all that is in them, saying, “To him who 
sits on the throne and to the Lamb be blessing and honor and glory 



and might forever and ever!” 14And the four living creatures said, 
“Amen!” and the elders fell down and worshiped. 

   
Reader This is the Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 

 
Please stand 
 

Alleluia and Verse 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Holy Gospel                   John 21: 1-19  
 

Pastor The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twenty-first 
chapter. 

People Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
1After this Jesus revealed himself again to the disciples by the Sea of 
Tiberias, and he revealed himself in this way. 2Simon Peter, Thomas 
(called the Twin), Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, 
and two others of his disciples were together. 3Simon Peter said to 
them, “I am going fishing.” They said to him, “We will go with you.” 
They went out and got into the boat, but that night they caught 
nothing. 
 
4Just as day was breaking, Jesus stood on the shore; yet the disciples 
did not know that it was Jesus. 5Jesus said to them, “Children, do you 
have any fish?” They answered him, “No.” 6He said to them, “Cast the 
net on the right side of the boat, and you will find some.” So they cast 
it, and now they were not able to haul it in, because of the quantity of 



fish. 7That disciple whom Jesus loved therefore said to Peter, “It is the 
Lord!” When Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put on his 
outer garment, for he was stripped for work, and threw himself into 
the sea. 8The other disciples came in the boat, dragging the net full of 
fish, for they were not far from the land, but about a hundred yards 
off. 
 
9When they got out on land, they saw a charcoal fire in place, with fish 
laid out on it, and bread. 10Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish 
that you have just caught.” 11So Simon Peter went aboard and hauled 
the net ashore, full of large fish, 153 of them. And although there 
were so many, the net was not torn. 12Jesus said to them, “Come and 
have breakfast.” Now none of the disciples dared ask him, “Who are 
you?” They knew it was the Lord. 13Jesus came and took the bread and 
gave it to them, and so with the fish. 14This was now the third time 
that Jesus was revealed to the disciples after he was raised from the 
dead. 
  
15When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon, 
son of John, do you love me more than these?” He said to him, “Yes, 
Lord; you know that I love you.” He said to him, “Feed my lambs.” 
16He said to him a second time, “Simon, son of John, do you love me?” 
He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” He said to him, 
“Tend my sheep.” 17He said to him the third time, “Simon, son of 
John, do you love me?” Peter was grieved because he said to him the 
third time, “Do you love me?” and he said to him, “Lord, you know 
everything; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my 
sheep. 18Truly, truly, I say to you, when you were young, you used to 
dress yourself and walk wherever you wanted, but when you are old, 
you will stretch out your hands, and another will dress you and carry 
you where you do not want to go.” 19(This he said to show by what 
kind of death he was to glorify God.) And after saying this he said to 
him, “Follow me.” 

   

Pastor This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Please sit 
 

  



Apostles’ Creed 
 

 I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth. 
  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, 
 the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, and the life T everlasting. 
Amen. 

 

Alleluia, Alleluia! Hearts to Heaven  477 

 

 

 
 



Sermon: “When Everything Changes” 
 

Please stand 
 

Offering 
 

Prayer of the Church 
 

T Service of the Sacrament T 

Preface  
Pastor The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Pastor Lift up your hearts. 
People We lift them to the Lord. 
Pastor Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
  
Pastor It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all 

times and in all places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy 
Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless 
blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation. Above 
all, we give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us 
when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into 
our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that 
we might not die eternally. Because He is now risen from 
the dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe 
in Him will overcome sin and death and will rise again to 
new life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all 
the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious 
name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

Sanctus  

 

 

 



Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 

Pastor Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had 

mercy on those whom You created and sent Your only-
begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our 
Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation 
accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body 
and His blood on the cross. 

  
Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we 
beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with 
Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and 
drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. 
Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to 
celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the 
Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive 
our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O 
Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 

Hear us as we pray in His name as He has taught us: 

 

Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father who art in heaven, 
      hallowed be Thy name, 
      Thy kingdom come,  
 Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
      give us this day our daily bread; 
      and forgive us our trespasses 
   as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
      and lead us not into temptation, 
      but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom  
 and the power and the glory  
 forever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Words of Our Lord 
 

Pastor Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was 
betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, 
He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 
“Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. 
This do in remembrance of Me.” 



 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and 
when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: 
“Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament 
in My T blood, which is shed for you for the 
forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of Me.” 
 

Pax Domini 
 

Pastor The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
People Amen. 

 

Agnus Dei  

 

 

 

 
 
Please sit 

 

Distribution 
 

Please stand 
 

  



Nunc Dimittis  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Post-Communion Collect 
 

Pastor Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that 
You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and 
we implore You that of Your mercy You would 
strengthen us through the same in faith toward You 
and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus 
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People Amen. 
 

Benediction 
 

Pastor The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His 
face shine on you and be gracious to you. The Lord 
look upon you with favor and T give you His peace. 

People Amen. 



461 I Know That My Redeemer Lives sts. 1–2, 5–8 

 

 

 
 

7 He lives and grants me daily breath; 

He lives, and I shall conquer death; 

He lives my mansion to prepare; 

He lives to bring me safely there. 

 

8 He lives, all glory to His name! 

He lives, my Jesus, still the same; 

Oh, the sweet joy this sentence gives: 

I know that my Redeemer lives! 

 
Text: Samuel Medley, 1738–99, abr. Tune: attr. John C. Hatton, d. 1793 Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

Silent Prayer 
 
 
 



Dates to Remember 
Sun. May   11 Adult & Children’s Sunday School 9:00 AM  
    Worship Service 10:00 AM 
Tue. May   20 Men’s Bible Study 7:00 AM 

 
Birthdays 
 Sat. May   3 Lynnea Blackburn 
 
 

Faith Servant Schedule 

      
Faith Lutheran Church 

1201 Bear Lane 
Monticello, IL 61856 

 
Office: (217) 762-9235    faithmonticello@gmail.com 

Paige Buck, Office Assistant, Office hours:  Tues.-Wed. 9:00-12:00 
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